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Illegal crossings along U.S.-Mexico border

U.S. Border Patrol apprehensions of migrants crossing the southern border illegally, since fiscal year 1960.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

ADJUDICATION STATISTICS
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Credible Fear and Asylum Process:
o From 201 4 to 201 9: Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 Quarter 2
i 83% Of I n d IVI d u a lS passed th e i OPTION FOR EOIR TO REVIEW A NEGATIVE FEAR FINDING
CR.EDIBLE FEAR .INTER\.IIEW TToss “u 6 cases are closed?
initial asylum screening stage 120
would refer 83 credible fear
. . . cIaimanFs to EOIR ) 8 credible fear cla.imants
(C re d I b le fe a r- I nte rVI eW) , (83% olfcla/ms referred to EOIR) would|I request review by an 1J
* less than 25% of cases
l . l l d . f. l REMOVAL PROC.EEDINGS //
ultimately resulted Iin afina st *
originat.ing from credible
grant of asylum or other
protection :
ASYLUM APPLICATION
Only 48 credible fear claimants
would file for asylum
(Of completed I-862 cases originating from a
credible fear claim made to USCIS, 56 percent of
aliens f:'led for asylum)
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ASYLUM DECISION

* The average immigration court case
takes almost 4.5 years to conclude,
aS Of 2024 oo s o33 ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i Referred, Filed, &

(Of completed I-862 cases originating from a ™Y Y ™Y Y Y ™Y Y ™Y ™Y Y Granted Asylum
credible fear claim made to USCIS, IJs grant ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '
asylum 15 percent of the time)
EOIR Data Generated: April 23, 2019 withdrawn or an alien is found to be ineligible for the credible fear
1Percentages used in assessing this population may change as more process.

cases are completed over time and because some cases may be 4 If USCIS finds that an alien has not established a credible fear, the
reopened. alien may request review of that finding by an 1. If the lJ finds that an

2Based on USCIS data (generated April 26, 2019). Includes claims
referred to EOIR in which USCIS did not make a credible fear finding
because it could not obtain an interpreter.

3 Closed cases include those in which a claim is dissolved or

alien has established a credible fear, then the alien (unless the alien
is a stowaway) is placed in removal proceedings.
5 Includes completed removal, exclusion, and deportation case types.




Figure 1

Historical Immigration Court Backlog
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Percentage of immigration court cases resolved per year

In the 2012 fiscal year, 207,000
f immigration cases were resolved,
or 39 percent of all cases.

By 2023, the government

30% managed to resolve 670,000

of cases cases, yet because of the surge
in its backlog, this represented
only 19 percent of all cases.
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Affirmative Asylum Backlog
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We’re not the only ones...

First-time asylum applicants in EU countries, 2008-2024
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2008-2013 sum of available data. Numbers are rounded to the nearest 100.
Data for 2024, estimation due to missing data for Portugal for December 2024.

eurostati#



The 2025 EU Pact on Migration and Asylum

oFaster procedures and stricter admissibility rules
oWider use of safe countries and deportation hubs
olhcreased responsibility sharing among EU states
oStronger removal powers for failed applicants
oPolitical moves to reinterpret human rights protections

oNational changes reflecting tougher asylum policies






